Nnited States Senate

June 10, 2021

The Honorable Chris Coons The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
on State and Foreign Operations on State and Foreign Operations
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Coons and Ranking Member Graham,

We write to you to request that you appropriate robust funding for the Peace Corps in
Fiscal Year 2022 of at least $430 million. The Peace Corps, which celebrates its 60" anniversary
this year, has had flat funding for the past six years at about $410 million annually, and
additional support is more crucial than ever as it prepares to return volunteers to the field
following the coronavirus pandemic.

The Peace Corps provides Americans an incomparable opportunity to serve others. More
than 240,000 Americans have served in the Peace Corps in 142 countries, providing more than
three billion hours of service to our nation and to the world. As we begin to emerge from the
pandemic, a renewed American footprint of Peace Corps Volunteers around the world will help
our country’s diplomatic efforts and strengthen our country’s relationships around the world.

Maintaining a thriving Peace Corps is also in the national security interest of the United
States. The American ideals of democracy, pluralism and individual rights are shared by Peace
Corps Volunteers with every corner of the world, building bridges and enhancing America’s
image abroad. These volunteers then return home with skills and expertise that make our
communities stronger, contributing across all professional sectors of American society.

As you know through the critical work of your subcommittee, the Peace Corps also
advances our country’s international development goals. Volunteer activity was dynamic before
all 7,300 Peace Corps Volunteers and Trainees were recalled in early 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. For example, 2,400 volunteers in a dozen countries worked in youth development
projects, benefitting more than 170,000 young people with training programs and activities to
assist them in becoming healthy and engaged citizens. This is but a sample of the multiple
activities in which Peace Corps Volunteers were — and once again will be — engaged.

At this critical moment for America’s role in the world, funding for the Peace Corps
should be increased to meet the current obstacles that we are facing. Doing so will ensure that
the Peace Corps not only sustains robust programs and services in the face of deteriorating
purchasing power, but returns to the field with vigor and American spirit, renewing the promise
of its creation six decades ago.



Thank you for considering our request and for your enduring support for the Peace Corps.
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